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Confirmation No.: 2560 

For: Improved Protection Tampon and 
Method of Making 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner For Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, record is being made below in a Form PTO-1449 of 
documents which the Patent Office may wish to consider in connection with examination of the above- 
identified patent application. It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be carefully considered 
by the Examiner and made of record in this case. As provided in § 1.97(g), no representation is made or 
intended that a thorough art search was made. As provided in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), this Information 
Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission of any kind, and specifically is not an admission that 
the documents listed on attached form PTO-1449 are, or are considered to be, material to the patentability 
of the above-identified patent application, as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

1 • [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(1) - U.S. Direct (within 3-months of filing a regular application or 
converted provisional) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(1), is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of a national application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 

2. [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(2) - Via PCT (within 3 mo. of Nat'l Stage Entry) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(2), is being filed within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.491 in an international 
application. Therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 


^ • [X] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(3) - (>3 mo. after filing direct or nat'l stage entry, but before l" O.A.) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(3). Applicants 
have not received an Office Action on the merits in the present application. Therefore, no fee is believed to 
be due. However, in the event that this paper is crossing in the mail with a first Office Action on the merits, 
authorization is hereby given to charge the required fee pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and 37 C.F.R 
§1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 16-2480 in the name of The Procter & Gamble Company. A duplicate of 
this letter is enclosed to facilitate charging of the fee, if necessary. 

THE FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO 
(2) OR (3) MARKED WITH AN (X) ABOVE. 

(a) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 indicates 
that both a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited therein are present in 
the national stage file. In accordance with MPEP § 1893.03(g), it is respectfully requested that the 
Examiner note the consideration of these references in the first Office Action via the PTO-892 form. 

(b) [] The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 indicates 
that a copy of the International Search Report is present in the national stage file. Copies of the references 
cited in that report are enclosed. 

(O [] 

The Notification of Acceptance of this Application Under 35 U.S.C. §371 does not 
indicate that a copy of the International Search Report and copies of the references cited are present in the 
national stage file. Copies of the International Search Report and references are attached. 

4 * [] 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b)(4) - (before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a 
request for continued examination under §1.114) 

This information disclosure statement, submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4), is being filed with the 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 

5 ' [] Information to be Considered with CPA Filing . This information disclosure statement is 
being filed with a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 


6 " D 37 Cm §l,97(c) with fee ^aymem- (use after 1" Office Action & before Final Office 
Action or Notice of Allowance) 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted under 37 C.F.R. §1 97(c) Applicants) 
have not received a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.113, a notice of allowance under 37 CFR §1 311 or 
an a CtI on that otherwise closes prosecution in the application (e.g., Ex parte Quayle) as of the date of this 
subm™. Applicants) elect to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § l.l 7(p) . Please charge the fee set 
forth m 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) to Deposit Account Number 16-2480 in the name of The Procter & Gamble 
Company. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed to facilitate the charging of the fee. 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BF NOTED BY THF. FY A muvfp ■ 

[] (1) Copies of the cited references were previously cited by or submitted to the USPTO in prior 
application Case No. _ U.S. Patent Application Serial No. _, filed _. Applicants claim pnority to 
satd apphcation under 35 U.S.C. §120. Accordingly, copies of those documents are not provided with this 
Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

OR 

LA J (2) Copies of the cited documents are enclosed. 

n 0R 

LJ (3) Copes of all said documents, except document No.'s , were submitted ^ 

considered in parent application U.S. Patent Apphcation Serial No fi i ed 

Applicants) claim priority to said application under 35 U.S.C. §120. Accordingly, copies ofd^t 

°* S " m not P rovide d with this Statement, pursuant to 37 C.F.R § 1 98(d) Copies 

of document No.'s „ enclosed It js requested ^ ^ ^ ^ 

carefully considered by the Examiner and made of record in this case. 

0 (4) Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.98(c), a concise explanation of the relevance of each cited reference 
that is not in the English language is provided. 

[] Additional information is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 


By Jh/tfZdka ^^^^W 

Matthew P. Fitzpatrick 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 41,751 

Marchj^ 2 001 (513)634-2479 

WHTC - Cincinnati, Ohio 

(IDS.doc) 

(Last Revised 2/14/01) 


S1W , W „ e COPENDING APPI,irATir>Mg 

§ i-*«(a)(2) Content of information disclosure statement: Section 1.98(a)(2)(iii) requires 

str e r ° PiCS ° f P3tent aPPliCati ° nS ^ m ^S^Zvs 

§ 1.98(d)(2) ^JWlic-ion was cited in an IDS prior to the effective date of the change to 
§1.98(a)(2) (now requinng a copy of the cited application) but a copy of the ciSd 
apphcahon was not supplied, as was permissible under the former ™L a copy of the 
cited apphcation must be supplied if cited in any continuing application whTre me 
citation is made after the effective date of the changes to §§ 1 .98(a) 2 Jfc 

Atty. Docket No . Serial Number Inventory Fi i ingDate 
7551 09/309,467 Taylor, etaL May 10, 1999 

[ones that are pending at time of this filing; others that have issued get cited on the PTO-1449] 



CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE OF REFERENCES NOT IN THE 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


JP 2-28900 


This publication appears to disclose an absorbent tampon in which a generally "chevron 
shaped" absorbent is wrapped by an outer layer. This absorbent is compressed and the absorbent 
assumes either an «M" or a «W' shaped cross section during such compression to a final tampon 


DE 296 15 883 

This publication appears to disclose an absorbent in which discrete absorbent members 
are joined to a string at spaced apart locations. 
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